[Pituitary metastases in patients with prior neoplasms].
The pituitary is an uncommon site for metastases. We report three cases of patients with a history of cancer (breast and lung) who presented with symptoms of headache, ophthalmoplegia, fatigue, diabetes insipidus, nausea, and vomiting. Cranial magnetic resonance imaging was performed, revealing sellar masses with infiltration of the adjacent tissues compatible with pituitary metastases in all three patients. In two of the patients, hormonal analyses were performed, which showed anterior pituitary insufficiency (thyroid-stimulating hormone and adrenocorticotropic hormone deficiency), symptoms which improved with hormone replacement therapy. Other treatments applied were surgery, radiotherapy and chemotherapy, which show no association with increased survival rates but are able to improve symptoms. The prognosis in all patients was poor. The patients developed further metastases and two died soon after diagnosis. Pituitary function study should be performed in patients with a previous neoplasm and symptoms compatible with hormonal dysfunction or local compressive symptoms.